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any of the rides and descrip-
tions of journeys for motorcy-
cles focus on areas of natural
beauty. A host of tours can be found for
the Grand Canyon, the Pacific Coast,
Yellowstone and others. This article
takes a different twist: motorcycling in
the city. Following urgings from former
New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani,
current Mayor Mike Bloomberg, State
Governor George Pataki, and President
George W. Bush, New York welcomes
Big Apple tourism now more than ever.
Remember, every dollar spent in New
York is one more dollar for rebuilding.
The City of New York, still smarting
from an open wound, has begun its slow
journey toward recovery. Manhattan’s
injury is healing. The scar, however, will
remain forever. Despite that fact, the
spirit of her people continues to shine
like sunlight through the clouds. The
citizens’ strength and the city’s beauty
have fostered rebirth and renewal. With
all that said, it’s time to pack the saddle-
bags and remember that with a little
preparation, New York can be motor-

Above:The Apollo Theater.

Left: Flushing Meadow, Corona Park.
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cycle-friendly.

The starting point for this journey is
on the Grand Central Parkway where it
intersects the Long Island Expressway. As
we cruise west toward the city, the route
takes us past Flushing Meadow—Corona
Park, home to the World’s Fair of 1939-
40, and 1964-65. Originally the Corona
ash dump. E Scott Fitzgerald described
this locale as the “Valley of Ashes” in his
novel, The Great Gatsby. The park boasts
the 700,000-pound “Unisphere,” a stain-
less steel, 140-foot high and 120-foot
diameter model of the earth. Its inscrip-
tion reads, “Dedicated to man’s aspira-
tions toward peace through mutual
understanding and symbolizing his
achievements in an expanding universe.”
The park also has two lakes, the site of
the U.S. Open—Arthur Ashe Stadium,
and Shea Stadium, home to the New
York Mets. Continue on and look for
LaGuardia Airport, formerly an amuse-
ment park, on the right.

Riding a few miles further, we enter
the longest span of the Triborough
Bridge, one of three bridges that meet
on Randall’s Island and connect the
boroughs of Manhattan, Queens and
the Bronx. To get a flavor of Spanish
Harlem and Harlem, take 125th Street
(Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard)
across town. Between Adam Clayton

Powell, Jr. Boulevard and Frederick

Douglass Boulevard, pass by the Apollo
Theater on the right. Names like Duke
Ellington, Count Basie, Ella Fitzgerald,

Arcade/skating rink at Rockefeller Center.
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the Jackson 5, and James Brown can all
attribute some of their success to this
theater. Go through Roosevelt Square
and turn left on Broadway. Pass through
Columbia University, founded in 1754 as
well as Barnard College.

Turn left on 114th Street and right on
Amsterdam Avenue. On the left, we find
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, the
largest Gothic Cathedral in the nation.
Take note of the great columns and more
than 150 stained glass windows. Within
the gardens and grounds is a magnificent
statue of the Archangel Michael’s slaying
of Satan.

Turn left on 110th Street and then
cruise south by making a right on Cen-
tral Park West. Central Park is a National
Historical and New York City Landmark.
Yearly, more than 20 million people visit
the 843 acres that stretch from 59th
to 110th Streets. On our right at 79th
Street, The American Museum of Natu-
ral History, home to the Rose Center for
Earth and Space featuring the Hayden
Planetarium can be found. Make a right
at 72nd Street and a left on Columbus
Avenue.

Driving down Columbus, between
66th and 62nd Streets, will bring us to
Lincoln Center on the right. This cultural
hub is home to the Metropolitan Opera,
Avery Fisher Hall, New York State The-
ater, and the Juilliard School. Take a left
on 57th Street to pass by the Hard Rock
Café on the left, and other tourist and
shopping spots. Going right on Seventh
Avenue, we pass by the famous Carnegie
Hall on the left. Since 1891, Andrew and
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Archangel Michael’s slaying of Satan statue
next to Cathedral of St.John the Divine.

Louise Carnegie’s performance tradi-
tion, as well as artists like Tchaikovsky,
Mahler, Bernstein, Judy Garland and the
Beatles have all helped shape the history
of “America’s most famous concert hall.”
Tours are available.

Riding past the Winter Garden The-
ater on the right, longtime home to
Cats, Seventh Avenue, between 52nd
and 40th Streets, brings us to Times
Square, the “Crossroads of the World.”
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The revitalized Times Square boasts the
former New York Times Building, from
which the Square derives its name and
the place where the New Year’s Eve Ball
drops. Also, we find the NASDAQ Build-
ing, MTV studios, and many others.
Estimates claim that over 1.5 million
people pass through this area each day
to experience the over 200 restaurants,
600 stores and more action than human
beings should be allowed to experience!
The Times Square Visitors Center (212-
768-1560) is located at 1560 Broadway,
between 46th and 47th Streets.

After passing Macy’s on the left
(between 35th and 34th Streets), and
Penn Station on the right, turn right on
31st Street. Then, make a right on 8th
Avenue. On the right, admire Madison
Square Garden. Across the Avenue is the
New York General Post Office, which
bears the famous inscription, “Neither
snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of
night stays these couriers from the swift
completion of their appointed rounds.”
The Port Authority Bus terminal is on
the left just before 42nd Street. Make
a right on 46th Street, also known as
“Restaurant Row.” Then make a left on
Sixth Avenue, also known as Avenue of
the Americas.

Spanning from 48th to 51st Streets
and between Sixth and Fifth Avenue

New York Public Library, 42nd & 5th.
Avenues, we encounter a two-acre
complex of 19 buildings, the National
and New York City landmark known as
Rockefeller Center. From Fifth Avenue,
the Channel Gardens Promenade ends
with the arcade/skating rink, which is
dominated by the world-famous Christ-
mas tree from November through Janu-
ary. Year-round, view Paul Manship’s
8-foot high bronze gilded Prometheus
statue (1934), weighing 8 tons. The ring
supporting him bears the signs of the
cosmos. The offices, shops, restaurants,
and broadcasting facilities of Rockefeller
center are crowned at 50th street with

the city’s largest theater, Radio City
Music Hall, home of the Rockettes. The
Music Hall’s Great Stage measures 66.5
feet deep and 144 feet wide. Its interior,
a contemporary Art Deco design, resem-
bles a rising sun.

Turn left on 53rd Street and then
make a right on Eighth Avenue. Straight
ahead, navigator and explorer Christo-
pher Columbus is honored with a monu-
ment at the southwest corner of Central
Park. Columbus Circle is named for this
man who discovered America purely
by accident and named it for another
Italian—Amerigo Vespucci. Follow the
circle halfway around and make a right
on 59th Street.

Cruising across Central Park South,
admire the edifices of plush hotels such
as the Ritz-Carlton. Turn right on Park
Avenue. Now we're facing the former
Pan Am building, currently bearing the
MetLife name. At 45th Street, enter Park
Avenue’s elevated roadway that brings
us around the newly restored Grand
Central Station. Within, we find beauti-
ful architecture, shops, eateries and, with
free admission, the New York Transit
Museum. Stop by the information booth
on the Grand Concourse for more infor-
mation.

From Park Avenue, turn left on 34th
Street and then left on First Avenue to
pass the 189-member United Nations
Building on the right. Each member-
nation’s flag is displayed in front. Guided
Tours are conducted every day (212-963-
TOUR). Make a right on 48th Street and
enter the FDR Drive north.

Driving under the Queensboro












